
Mill Creek Natural Area

Forest Stand Improvement

Invasive Species Control

Fall 2014 - Spring 2015



Mill Creek History

Mill Creek contains approximately 100 acres of 
predominantly dry-mesicupland forests

As well as four small crop fields, totaling about 
15 acres, which will be enrolled in the 
Conservation Stewardship Program.  



Mill Creek History

A stream, Mill Creek, flows within a  beautiful 
sandstone community throughout much of the 

site.

The 115 acre property is in close proximity to 
Piney Creek Ravine Nature Preserve and 

Swayne Hollow Nature Preserve.  



Mill Creek History

In 2012 Heartlands Conservancy and Clifftop
jointly purchased Mill Creek Natural Area, in 

Randolph County.  

It is the intent of both organizations to ensure 
the site remains in a high-quality natural state 

in perpetuity.



In 2013 a Forest Stewardship 
Management Plan was developed by 
IDNR District Forester Mark Brown

In the fall of 2013 an initial round of invasive 
species control was conducted  on 70 acres of 

the site by Martin Kemper

Past Treatments



The Forest Management Plan 
indicated needs in two areas

An overabundance of less desirable tree 
species, including sugar maple, elm, sassafras, 

and box elder exists throughout the site



The Forest Management Plan 
indicated needs in two areas

Efforts will include removal of less desirable 
species on 100 acres to encourage 

regeneration of native oaks and hickories



The Forest Management Plan 
indicated needs in two areas

While invasive plant species are not 
overrunning Mill Creek Natural Area, they are 
sporadic throughout and heavy in some areas

Invasive species management will be 
conducted on 100 acres
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Provide forest stand improvement on 
the entire 100 acres

Targeting: 
�‡ Sugar Maple
�‡ Box Elder
�‡ Sassafras
�‡ Elm


